Security tips for the holidays

Credit Cards

Credit cards are as good as cash and clerks rarely check
identification. Most credit card companies hold the
owner responsible for all purchases until the card is
reported lost. To prevent credit card loss:

e Keep your credit cards in a safe place.

Report any losses immediately.

Take only the cards you will need for shopping.
Check your credit card statements for accuracy.
Keep a record of your credit cards and phone
numbers to call if they're lost.

Cash

The tendency to carry large amounts of cash is greater

during the holidays. If you must carry cash:

e Take only the amount you plan to spend when
shopping.

o Keep all money in a safe place.

e Avoid flashing your money in public.

Transporting gifts in your car

Gifts left unattended on the back seat of your car can be

tempting to a thief.

e Always lock your car.

e Pick up major items at the end rather than the
beginning of a shopping trip.

e Lock all purchases in the trunk of your car.

e Immediately remove all purchases from your car
when you return home.

e Consider a locker at the shopping center.
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Deliveries

Do not give criminals an easy opportunity.

e Schedule deliveries for times when you are at home.

e Make arrangements to have your parcels delivered to
a neighbor if you are unable to be at home.

e Ifyoulive in a multi-unit building, bring packages left
outside for your neighbors into a secured area.

Home security during the holidays

Many people like to keep their presents out for days

before or after the holiday. Also, homes are more

vulnerable, given the time spent shopping and visiting.

e C(lose the blinds/curtains at night or while you're
away.

e Garage locks are usually the weakest locks you have.
Avoid hiding presents in the garage. A second-story
closet or attic offers you safer storage.

e Break up boxes, especially for purchases like
televisions and computers. Put the boxes in garbage
bags.

e Alight display shows ownership and increases
lighting in the area.

Holiday scams

Know your charities and retailers.

e Fake charities: If you're asked for a donation, verify
the legitimacy of the charity before giving.

e Gift cards: Only purchase gift cards from trusted retail
outlets. Make sure gift cards have not been tampered
with before buying them.

e Scam emails and online shopping: Shop only at
trusted retail Web sites. Do not respond to unsolicited
emails or click on links in them.
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Contact your crime prevention specialist for additional prevention information. Call 311 (or 612-673-3000) or see

www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/police/outreach /docs/safe-staff-map.pdf to locate your neighborhood crime prevention

specialist.

For further crime prevention resources, please visit www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/police/crime-prevention.

Sign Language: TTY 612-673-2626

Minneapolis
City of Lakes

English: Attention. If you want help translating this information, call 612-673-3737

Spanish: Atencion. Si desea recibir asistencia gratuita para traducir esta informacion, llame 612-673-2700

Somali: Ogow. Haddii aad dooneyso in lagaa kaalmeeyo tarjamadda macluumaadkani oo lacag la’ aan wac 612-673-3500
Hmong: Ceeb toom. Yog koj xav tau kev pab txhais cov xov no rau koj dawb, hu 612-673-2800

If you need this material in an alternative format, please contact the Minneapolis Police Department at 612-673-2912.



http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/police/outreach/docs/safe-staff-map.pdf
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/police/crime-prevention/

	Security tips for the holidays 
	 
	 
	 

